NAPLAYAS
Bag) CHURCH

Don't forget to stay
connected during
the week!

Every Tuesday at 7:30pm our Student United (Middle and High School) students are getting
together to build a relationship among each other and with Jesus.
Would you like to serve and see what God can do IN you and THROUGH you? We would .

like to talk to you. Let us know through your connection card or in person with one of our
leaders..

A big part of our church’s DNA is going out to serve to those in need, so we want to invite l
you to link arms with us as we serve our community. Stay tune for our next community a O Se e yo ‘ ‘
°

service events.

Every last Sunday of the month at Playas Church, we give out Care Packages. Vs you or
someone you know needs one, feel free to sign up. Together, we support our community!

On June 15th, we celebrate the dads who, through their example, love, and effort, make
the family a better place; join us in honoring their role and giving thanks for their presence
in our lives.

On June 22nd, we will celebrate baptisms, a moment of faith and commitment that
transforms lives; if you’re interested, write your name on the connection card and join us
for this important step.

On June 29th, we invite you to the Meet and Greet, a perfect opportunity to get to know

our community, meet the church leadership, make new friends, and grow together; write
your name on the connection card if you want to join.
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THE DIVERSITY OF THE CHURCH

The diverse and surprising invitees into the church:
1. Persecuting PRIESTS. (Acts 6:7)

2. Hated SAMARITANS and a SORCERER. (Acts 8:1-25)
3. An Ethiopian EUNUCH. (Acts 8:26-40)

4. A sworn ENEMY named Saul. (Acts 9:1-31)

5. A GENTILE named Cornelius. (Acts 10:1-48)

Today’s Big Idea:
The Gospel of Jesus is the ultimate BARRIER BREAKER.

At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian
Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in
need and prayed to God regularly.

Acts 10:1-2 (NIV)

He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four
corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds.13 Then
avoice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never
eaten anything impure or unclean.”15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call
anything impure that God has made clean.” 16 This happened three times, and immediately the
sheet was taken back to heaven. 17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the
vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate.
18 They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there. 19 While Peter
was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking for you.
20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for | have sent them.”21 Peter
went down and said to the men, “I’'m the one you’re looking for.”

Acts 10:11-21 (NIV)

You know | am a Jew. We Jews consider it a breach of divine law to associate, much less share
hospitality, with outsiders. But God has shown me something in recent days: | should no longer
consider any human beneath me or unclean. 29 That’s why | made no objection when you
invited me; rather, | came willingly. Now let me hear the story of why you invited me here.

Acts 10: 28-29 (VOICE)

It is clear to me now that God plays no favorites, 35 that God accepts every person whatever his
or her culture or ethnic background, that God welcomes all who revere Him and do right.
Acts 10:34-35 (VOICE)

“All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.” 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all
who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them
speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way
of their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he
ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

Acts 10:43-48 (NIV)

The Gospel Breaks:

¢ RACE and ETHNIC barriers. (Acts 15, James 2:8-9, 1 John 4:20)
* SOCIAL barriers. (Acts 10:1, Acts 2:44-45, Acts 4:32-35)

o GENDER barriers. (Acts 16:13-15, Acts 18, Acts 21:8-9)

¢ The SIN barrier. (Acts 10:43, Galatians 3:26-28)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. How does Peter’s transformation in Acts 10 challenge our own cultural or spiritual biases
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today? Reflect on how Peter’s resistance to eating “unclean” foods parallels the ways we might
resist engaging with people or cultures outside our comfort zone.

2. Who in your life or community might be the “unexpected invitee” to God’s table? Consider
those whom society—or even the church—often overlooks. How might the Spirit be nudging
you to welcome them?

3. What social, racial, gender, or personal “barriers” have you experienced or upheld, perhaps
unconsciously? How does the gospel invite you to cross those boundaries in love and humility?
4. How does the story of Cornelius affirm the presence of God in people and cultures outside
our own? What would it look like to listen more deeply to the stories and faith expressions of
others, especially those different from us?
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